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Prepare to join us for the highly anticipated 
2024 AOA Knowledge Summit, convening 
from 14-15 June 2024 in the picturesque 
setting of Cairns. 

This exceptional event, where experts and 
enthusiasts alike will gather to delve into 
the theme of 'Improving Performance'.

The 2024 AOA Knowledge Summit 
provides a platform to glean knowledge, 
forge connections, and drive forward 
progress



In 1979 Deborah was the subject of the first contested equal opportunity anti-discrimination case in Australia. After 
fighting for more than a year she won the battle against Sir Reginald Ansett in the High Court. She joined Ansett Airlines 
to become the first female airline pilot for a major airline in Australia and in 1992 published her book ‘Letting Fly’.  

After the Pilot’s Dispute in 1989, Deborah relocated to The Netherlands to fly with KLM Cityhopper. She held the 
position of Flight Safety Manager for 4 years and was the Chief Flight Safety Investigator for 8 years. Deborah was 
chairman of the European Regions Airlines Association Air Safety Working Group from 1998-2004 and she was a 
member of the IATA Aircraft Accident Classification Working Group. In 2004 Deborah was part of a team commissioned 
by The Netherlands, to align the Latvian aviation standards with those of the European Union.   

In 2008 Deborah returned to Australia to join Jetstar Airways and was a Captain on the Airbus A320 based in 
Christchurch. In July of 2012 Deborah joined Tigerair in Sydney where she was an A320 Check and Training Captain 
until the airline was shut down in 2020. Deborah currently flies the B737 with Virgin Australia.

Deborah was inducted into the Victorian Honor Roll of Women in 2001. She received an award as Master Air Pilot 
in 2017 and was appointed as a Member (AM) in the General Division of The Order of Australia in June 2019 for 
significant service to aviation as a commercial pilot, and to women in the profession. She was inducted into the 
Australian Aviation Hall of Fame in 2022 and in November 2023 Sydney Airport named a flyover that connects the 
International and Domestic terminals in her honor. 
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Friday 14 June 2024 
8.30am-5.30pm

WELLNESS ACTIVITY

PLENARY	 	 	 Leadership:	Navigating	the	Path	Forward

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Captain Deborah Lawrie AM

FORUM DICUSSION Leaders' Contribution to Peformance Engagement

PLENARY   The Evolution of Technology and Advances In Performance 

PLENARY   Performance Management Strategies and Best Practices

SPONSOR   Hands on Simulation Session

COCKTAIL PARTY

Saturday 15 June 2024 
7.00am-4.00pm

SPONSOR   Hands on Simulation Session

PLENARY    Managing and Enhancing Performance in Teams

PLENARY    AOA Education - AOA 21 and Regional and Academic training  

FORUM DICUSSION Setting up the Regional Training model

PLENARY   Coaching Practices for Orthopedic Surgeons

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Improving Individual Performance
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IRONMAN - CAIRNS
Sunday 16 June 2024

Cairns 
will	have	an		electric	atmosphere,	

stay	a	few	extra	nights	
and	witness	this	amazing	

"Race in Paradise"
t i m e  t ot i m e  t o
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Cancellation	Policy
Registration cancellations must be made in writing to AOA Event Manager. Conference Registration cancellations received up to 14 days prior to the conference 
receive a full refund.  No refund will be given for cancellations received within 14 days of the conference.

Conference Disclaimer

The program for the 2024Knowledge Summit  is correct at the time of publication. However, the Australian Orthopaedic Association (AOA) reserves the right to change dates, 
the program and speakers without notice as a result of circumstances beyond its control.

The information contained in any documents and publications contained in the 2024Knowledge Summit conference package and presentations provided at 
the 2024Knowledge Summit (Conference Information) is of a general nature and may have been provided at least in part to AOA by third parties. While reasonable care has been 
exercised to ensure the accuracy of Conference Information, AOA, its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any representation, guarantee or warranty whether 
express or implied as to the accuracy, reliability, completeness or currency of Conference Information nor its usefulness in achieving any purpose. Conference attendees and AOA 
members are responsible for making their own enquiries as to the accuracy, reliability and completeness of  any Conference Information before taking any action based on it. 

Conference Information may be amended from time to time. Conference attendees and AOA members should make their own enquiries regarding any amendments or alterations 
to any Conference Information.  Conference Information does not constitute medical or professional advice. Conference attendees and AOA members should obtain appropriate 
medical or professional advice relevant to their own  particular circumstances.

To the maximum extent permitted by law, AOA does not accept any:
• responsibility for any opinions, advice or information contained in Conference Information, given or otherwise provided at the 2024Knowledge Summit; or 
• liability (direct or indirect) in contract, tort (including negligence) or otherwise for any injury, loss, claim, damage, incidental or consequential   
 damage, arising out of, or in any way connected with, the use of, or reliance on, any Conference Information, or any error, negligent act,  
 omision or misrepresentation in Conference Information and you waive all potential rights against AOA in this regard.

AOA is committed to diversity and gender equality in healthcare and to removing any practices that hinder that commitment. AOA strives to implement this commitment through 
its policies, practices and inclusive culture. It is an expectation that every individual who attends an AOA meeting is respected and treated equally regardless of their cultural back-
ground, gender, role or particular circumstance. Adherence to this expectation extends to invited speakers/presenters who are required to develop and review the content of their 
presentation/s to ensure they meet AOA’s commitment. AOA reserves the right to remove Conference Information or prohibit a presenter from presenting at the  
2024Knowledge Summit if the content of the presenter’s Conference Information does not adhere to these requirements. 

Any complaints about discrimination will be dealt  with by the Professional Conduct & Standards Chair. (admin@aoa.org.au)

Australian Orthopaedic Association Limited 
Suite 1, Level 26, 201 Kent Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 61 2 8071 8000
Website: aoa.org.au


