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WELCOME
On behalf of the Australia and New Zealand Sarcoma Association (ANZSA) and the 
ASM Organising Committee, we are pleased to welcome you to the 2026 ANZSA 
Annual Scientific Meeting, to be held at the Cairns Convention Centre from Friday 9th to 
Saturday 10th October 2026.

We look forward to bringing the sarcoma community together once again for an 
engaging and forward-focused meeting. Together, we will share knowledge, strengthen 
collaborations, and continue to advance outcomes for patients across Australia, New 
Zealand and beyond.

This year’s theme, Sarmcoma 2026: From Innovation to Recovery, reflects the full 
continuum of sarcoma care, from cutting-edge research and emerging therapies 
through to survivorship, rehabilitation and long-term patient outcomes. It highlights 
our collective commitment to translating innovation into meaningful improvements in 
patient care and quality of life.

We are delighted to welcome our international invited speakers, Dr Ashleigh Guadagnolo 
(USA) and Dr Craig Gerrard (UK), who will bring valuable global perspectives and 
expertise to this year’s program.

Set in tropical North Queensland, Cairns provides a vibrant and inspiring backdrop for 
our meeting. We encourage you to take the opportunity to explore the region’s unique 
natural attractions, including the Great Barrier Reef and the Daintree Rainforest, and to 
enjoy the relaxed atmosphere the destination offers.

As always, the ASM provides a valuable platform to connect with colleagues across 
disciplines, including clinicians, researchers, allied health professionals and patient 
advocates. We encourage you to engage fully, share ideas and build collaborations that 
will continue beyond the meeting.

Thank you for your ongoing dedication to the sarcoma community. We look forward to 
welcoming you to Cairns for what promises to be a rewarding and memorable meeting.

Warm regards,

The 2026 ANZSA ASM Organising Committee

INTERNATIONAL 
GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr Ashleigh Guadagnolo received her Medical Doctorate from Harvard Medical School 
and her Master of Public Health from Harvard School of Public Health. Dr Guadagnolo 
completed her residency and chief residency at Harvard’s Joint Center for Radiation 
Therapy. In 2006, Dr Guadagnolo joined the faculty at MD Anderson Cancer Center 
in the Department of Radiation Oncology. She is now Professor and Section Chief of 
the Sarcoma/Melanoma Radiation Oncology Section and Deputy Department Chair 
for Radiation Oncology. She specializes in rare tumors including bone and soft tissue 
sarcomas, melanoma and non-melanoma skin malignancies.  Dr Guadagnolo participates 
actively in ongoing research efforts to improve outcomes for patients with these 
malignancies, and she has authored clinical studies that guide clinical practice for patients 
with sarcomas and melanoma. 

Dr Ashleigh Guadagnolo

Professor of radiation oncology and health services 
research, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center

Professor Craig Gerrand is a Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon at the Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore and Professor of Orthopaedic Oncology at University 
College London. He is the Clinical Director for the Bone and Soft Tissue Tumour Service 
and Clinical Lead for Cancer at RNOH and Chair of the Sarcoma Advisory Group for London 
and the South East of England. He is a past President of the British Sarcoma Group and the 
British Orthopaedic Oncology Society. He is actively involved in clinical and basic science 
research, supervising PhD and Masters students in surgery and rehabilitation. From 
October 2026 to April 2027 Craig will be on sabbatical at the City Hospital in Auckland.

Professor Criag Gerrand

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon
Clinical Lead for Cancer, Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital, UK



PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER

•	 Clinical research and innovations
•	 Optimising cure for the long term
•	 Functional outcomes and rehab
•	 Translational research  

(presentations selected from abstracts)
•	 Poster presentation soiree

SATURDAY 10 OCTOBER

8.30am
to

5.30pm

8.00am
to

5.00pm ANZSA GALA DINNER

Friday 9 October
6.30pm

Ochre Restaurant

•	 Living with the consequences
•	 Standardising best practice
•	 Consumer connect
•	 What’s next after treatment?
•	 The Great Pitch
•	 Judges’ awards

Photo provided by Ochre Restaurant

ANZSA ASM
Sarcoma 2026: From Innovation to Recovery

SOCIAL PROGRAM

Take advantage of the ASM 
destination and explore 

Tropical North QLD!

Photo by Manny Moreno Unsplash



The program for this Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) is correct at the time of publication. However, 
the Australia and New Zealand Sarcoma Association (ANZSA) reserve the right to change dates, the 
program and speakers without notice as a result of circumstances beyond its control.

The information contained in any documents and publications contained in the ASM conference 
package and presentations provided at the ASM (Conference Information) is of a general nature 
and may have been provided at least in part to ANZSA by third parties. While reasonable care has 
been exercised to ensure the accuracy of Conference Information, ANZSA, its officers, directors, 
employees and agents do not make any representation, guarantee or warranty whether express or 
implied as to the accuracy, reliability, completeness or currency of Conference Information nor its 
usefulness in achieving any purpose. Conference attendees and ANZSA members are responsible 
for making their own enquiries as to the accuracy, reliability and completeness of any Conference 
Information before taking any action based on it. 

Conference Information may be amended from time to time. Conference attendees and ANZSA 
members should make their own enquiries regarding any amendments or alterations to any 
Conference Information.

Conference Information does not constitute medical or professional advice. Conference attendees 
and ANZSA members should obtain appropriate medical or professional advice relevant to their own 
particular circumstances.

To the maximum extent permitted by law, ANZSA does not accept any:
•	 responsibility for any opinions, advice or information contained in Conference Information, 

given or otherwise provided at the ASM; or
•	 liability (direct or indirect) in contract, tort (including negligence) or otherwise for any injury, loss, 

claim, damage, incidental or consequential damage, arising out of, or in any way connected with, 
the use of, or reliance on, any Conference Information, or any error, negligent act, omission or 
misrepresentation in Conference Informationand you waive all potential rights against ANZSA 
in this regard.

ANZSA is committed to diversity and gender equality in healthcare and to removing any practices 
that hinder that commitment. ANZSA strives to implement this commitment through its policies, 
practices and inclusive culture. It is an expectation that every individual who attends an ANZSA 
meeting is respected and treated equally regardless of their cultural background, gender, role or 
particular circumstance. Adherence to this expectation extends to invited speakers/presenters who 
are required to develop and review the content of their presentation/s to ensure they meet ANZSA’s 
commitment. ANZSA reserves the right to remove Conference Information or prohibit a presenter 
from presenting at the ASM if the content of the presenter’s Conference Information does not adhere 
to these requirements. Any complaints about discrimination will be dealt with by the Professional 
Conduct and Standards Moderator (admin@ANZSA.org.au).

ANZSA will be taking photos at this event. These images may be used in ANZSA internal publications 
and published on the ANZSA website and ANZSA social media pages. They will be stored securely 
until they are of no further use, after which they will be deleted.

CONFERENCE 
DISCLAIMER


